
“Best Demo Ever!”
Media Lab’s 10th Anniversary, 10/10/96





Professor Neil Gershenfeld has two 

excellent reasons to hope that sensors 

developed in the Media Laboratory alleviate 

the threat that activated automobile airbags 

pose to infants in rear-facing baby seats.

The reasons are Eli and Grace, twins born 

on October 10-not a bad birthday for the 

children of a digital thinker. They are the 

first-born of Professor Gershenfeld, head of 

the Media Lab's Physics and Media Group. 

The twins share their birthday with the 

Media Lab, which opened in 1985.





Learning to 
multitask



Page 13: Eli the cyborg
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Un-Private 

House 
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MOMA,

1999
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Multitouch 

Table



IntInteractive Welcome Mat

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1xnY3XVRBCiR1ERHhJQDkui-6Wv3tbFj9/preview


New Year’s Eve at the White House, 1999







New Year’s Eve, Y2K



Neil and Eli visit NASA Goddard, c. 2000



Neil’s dad (Grandpop!) came along



Flying Karamazov Brothers
Virtual Juggling

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Y0MwZFro6HSGTdfn8n2cBLIuZ_-PlSBe/preview


Grace and 
Eli invent 
GIK (the 

Great 
Invention 

Kit)



GIK 
inspires 
work at 
CBA: 

using 2D 
shapes 
to make 

3D 
objects



2002 Salt Lake Olympics, 
courtesy of Sensormatic



Visiting SETC



Important scientific 
scribbles on the 

whiteboard in Neil’s 
office



Fab2,
Jan. 2005

Tromso,
Norway

and

Viking 
Fab Lab





Eli getting a lesson 
from Haakon

Provisioning up



Inside our cozy cabin

Night skiing at 
the local ski 

slope



Honorary 
doctorate 

from 
Swarthmore 

May 2006



Fab 3: Pretoria, 
South Africa

Fab3, 2006
Pretoria, South Africa

Visiting Shoshanguve Township 



On safari after Fab3



Return visit to Viking Fab 
Lab, summer 200?



Meetings 
in 

Tromso



Side trip to Svalbard with Haakon





Happy 
times at 

Haystack











Fab4, Chicago, 2007



 Collaboration with Peter Gabriel ~ 2009



Fab6, Amsterdam, 2010: 
Boat races (oops!)



Fab7, Lima, Peru, 2011



Fab8, New Zealand, 2012



Fab9, Yokohama, 2013



Fab10, 2024: Barcelona



Jan. 2019: FabLab opening in Puerto Williams



CBA News & Notes, April 28, 2019

● CBA had two articles featured on MIT's home page, one on a 
project with NASA on morphing aerostructures, led for CBA 
by Ben Jenett:

http://mit.edu/archive/spotlight/shape-changing-plane-wing/

and one on a project growing cells in printed nanostructures, 
led for CBA by Filippos Tourlomousis:

http://mit.edu/archive/spotlight/cell-scale-3-d-printing/

The concept art for both was done by Eli 
Gershenfeld; the latter project was 
selected for the cover of Nature 
Microsystems & Nanoengineering.

http://mit.edu/archive/spotlight/shape-changing-plane-wing/
http://mit.edu/archive/spotlight/cell-scale-3-d-printing/


Fab15, 2019: El Gouna, Egypt



Fab23: Bhutan



Hiking up to Tiger’s Nest 
(barely)



Fab24, Mexico: Grace photographing the mayhem



Thanks, Walter!







Fab25: Czech Republic



Backstage, about to pitch Fab26 in BOSTON!


